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I matriculated from Fish Hoek High School in 1977 and in 1982 graduated from 
UCT with a B.Soc.Sci (major in Archaeology, sub majors in Psychology and 
Anthropology).  After travelling in Europe for 18 months, I married Wayne Gabb 
in 1985.  Wayne was a farmer and we lived in Elgin and then Vyeboom 
between1985 and 2000.  In addition to bringing up our son and daughter, I was 
employed in farm admin, wages and bookkeeping.  At the end of 2000 we moved 
to Hermanus; Wayne started a new farming development near Gansbaai and we 
launched an organic chemical company called Biogrow, doing national 
distribution from Hermanus.

Between 2001 and December 2018 I was general manager and administrator for 
Biogrow, which we sold at the end of 2018, and I also did the books for Lomond 
Wine Estate.

My journey into community service started in 2012 when I created the Onrus 
Vermont FB group.  It is an active group with a membership today of over 17k.  
Having a platform to discuss things, it became apparent that crime was becoming
an issue and there was a need for our community to have a NHW.  I was 
instrumental in founding Onverwag in 2015, and served on the Exco until April 
this year, at various times as treasurer, PRO and Chairman.

My involvement with Onverwag opened my eyes to the challenges faced by SAPS 
and Law Enforcement.  My election to the CPF was a real learning curve and gave
me further insight and understanding into SAPS and our local safety and security
dynamic, and how important partnerships with SAPS are.  During the unrest in 
March 2018, as CPF PRO, I served in the JOC doing veri ied updates to keep the 
community informed re the ongoing situation, road closures etc., this proved a 
very successful method of communication and we reached thousands of people 
when we needed to.  My time spent in the JOC further strengthened my 
relationship with Hermanus SAPS and I feel very privileged to have had this irst 
hand experience of seeing them at work.

My community involvement from 2015 to date (* = current):

OnVerWag NHW : ExCo 
Hermanus Business Chamber : ExCo / Safety & Security
Hermanus CPF : ExCo 
Onrus River Ratepayers Association: ExCo 
* Onrus River Estuary Forum : Chairco member and Ward 13 Rep



Onrus Vermont Business Network : Committee
*Ward 13 Committee member : OREF Representative 
Onrus Vermont SRA Steering Committee : OREF Representative
SAPS weekly JOCOM meeting  : OnVerWag, CPF and HBC Representative
*Ward 13 DA Branch executive: Exco and DAWN Representative 

I have convened various fundraising events, including the Earth Hour Open Mic 
community events at Davies Pool in 2016, 2017 and 2018 which went towards 
the OnVerWag CCTV fund.  I also convened the Zuma Must Fall protest march in 
Hermanus on 07/04/17, which was very well supported despite pouring rain! 

I received a Certi icate of Service Excellence at the Mayoral Awards in 2018 as a 
Woman of the Year nominee, and was selected in 2022 as one of ive 
Inspirational Women in Ward 13.

I am a granny of 2 little ones who add fun and joy to my life, and am enjoying 
semi retirement, keeping busy by selling solar PV systems and I’ve done a 
number of landscaping projects over the last 2 years.   

I worked hard as part of the Steering Committee team to establish the OVSRA 
and get the YES vote.  I passionately believed in the value the SRA would add to 
the safety and security of our community and the health of our environment 
from Day One, and have watched with interest and pride as Meredith and the 
current Board have taken the SRA embryo and created a strong and vital 
organisation of which we can all be so proud.  

I would consider it a privilege to serve on the Board of the OVSRA.  


